
 
 

 

NEWSLETTER – 12 & 13 July 2021 
 

WORDS FROM THE CHAIR 

 
Dear readers,  
 
The upcoming 
meetings will 
help us to obtain 
an even more 
precise picture of 
the multi-faceted 
challenge of foreign interference.   
 
We will address the important issue of 
disinformation campaigns targeting vulnerable 
groups as well as the challenges, which we are 
facing in regard to critical infrastructures.  
 
In the first slot of our meeting, we will discuss the 
impact of disinformation on racial discrimination, 
LGBTI+ people, minorities and migrants in the EU. 
 
The second part of our meeting will take place in 
association with the LIBE Committee and provide an 
exchange of views on "Strategic or critical 
infrastructures”. We have seen with the recent 
attacks how easy it is for hackers to block vital 
elements of our societies. We have to protect our 
critical infrastructures and this session will explore 
the ways to do it better. 
 
This will be followed by an important discussion on 
terminology together with the EEAS StratCom.  
 
On Tuesday, July 13, there will be a joint meeting 
with the CONT Committee. We will have the 
opportunity to exchange with the European Court 
of Auditors, which has issued a Special Report 
"Disinformation affecting the EU: tackled but not 
tamed". It describes the EU actions against 
disinformation as relevant but incomplete. We will 
discuss the conclusion of the report with the Court, 
the Commission and the EEAS.  
 
These upcoming debates will once again highlight 
the problems arising from malign disinformation 
campaigns. Against this background, the need for 

clear rules is becoming even more urgent. I 
therefore look forward to the discussions. 
 

Raphaël GLUCKSMANN 
 

ON THE AGENDA  

12 July 

 
Disinformation and discrimination – discussion 
with experts on how vulnerable groups are 
targeted and/or attacked – 13.45-15.45 (Semi-
remote meeting via room: SPINELLI 3G3) 
 
The first part of the meeting will focus on 
“Discrimination and Disinformation”. The briefing 
on “Disinformation campaigns about LGBTI+ people 
in the EU and foreign influence” and the in-depth 
analysis on “The impact of disinformation 
campaigns about migrants and minority groups in 
the EU” will be presented and the MEPs will discuss 
with the experts about their research. 
 
Invited experts: 
 
Ms J. Khadijah ABDURAHMAN is an abolitionist 
whose research focus is predictive analytics in the 
child welfare system. She is the co-founder of We 
Be Imagining (WBI) a public interest technology 
project at Columbia University’s INCITE Center and 
The American Assembly’s Democracy and Trust 
Program. WBI draws on the Black radical tradition 
to develop public technology through infusing 
academic discourse with the performance arts in 
partnership with community-based organizations. 
Ms ABDURAHMAN is co-leading the Otherwise 
School: Tools and Techniques of Counter-Fascism 
alongside Sucheta Ghoshal’s Inquilab at the 
University of Washington, HCDE. Currently she is 
working on a report examining the role of tech in 
mass atrocities in Ethiopia. Furthermore, she is a 
Future Says Visiting Scholar at AI Now and C2I2. 
 
The authors of the briefing on “Disinformation 
campaigns about LGBTI+ people in the EU and 
foreign influence” are: 
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Dr Cecilia STRAND is a senior lecturer/Associate 
Professor at the Department of Informatics and 
Media at Uppsala University, Sweden.  
Dr STRAND has a past as a development 
practitioner, where she spent eight years in three 
different countries in Sub-Saharan Africa. Since 
joining the Department of Informatics and Media at 
Uppsala University, as a senior lecturer in 2010, she 
has conducted research and published on the 
Ugandan and Namibian LGBTQI+ communities’ 
rights struggles. 
 
Dr Jakob SVENSSON is holding a Professorship in 
Media and Communication Studies and started to 
work at the School of Arts and Communication of 
Malmö University in March 2017. He has his PhD 
from Lund University (2008) and has since then 
worked at Malmö University, Karlstad University 
(Associate Professor 2014) and Uppsala University. 
Dr SVENSSON’s research revolves around socio-
cultural processes behind online experiences, 
political participation online, which media logics 
prevail, and mobile phones and empowerment in 
the global south. 
 
The briefing on “Disinformation campaigns about 
LGBTI+ people in the EU and foreign influence” aims 
to provide a concise overview of disinformation, 
misinformation and propaganda campaigns 
targeting LGBTI+ persons and rights, originating 
from or being supported and/or multiplied by actors 
outside the EU.  
The briefing examines the main narratives used, 
supported, and disseminated, as well as the actors 
or groups of actors involved. Key narratives 
identified include negative othering, rejection of 
`gender ideology´, `heteroactivism´, restoration of a 
`natural´ order, `colonialism´, and child safety. The 
briefing concludes with several recommendations 
which can help to counter disinformation 
campaigns targeting this particular group. The 
recommendations include a need for more 
research, further harmonisation of legal 
frameworks, as well as the scrutiny of financial flows 
and strengthened capacity to detect disinformation, 
misinformation, propaganda and hate speech. 
The authors of the DG EXPO in-depth analysis on 
“The impact of disinformation campaigns about 
migrants and minority groups in the EU” are: 

 
Ms Judit SZAKÁCS is a researcher with a background 
in sociology, journalism, and English language and 
literature. Her main research interests include 
minority media and minority representation in the 
mainstream media as well as in social media. She 
has collaborated with scholars in international 
research projects in a variety of topics. She co-
authored two studies for the European Parliament 
on disinformation and propaganda. In addition, she 
works as a media monitor, which provides her with 
valuable insights into contemporary practices in the 
Hungarian media. She volunteers as a contributor to 
the Hungarian corruption database compiled by K-
Monitor. 
 
Ms Éva BOGNÁR is Senior Program Officer and 
Researcher at Democracy Institute`s Center for 
Media, Data and Society. She has been conducting 
research and managing projects for the Center on a 
wide range of topics, including EU-funded projects 
on Violent Online Political Extremism, Media 
Pluralism, Press and Media Freedom, and projects 
funded by the Open Society Foundations on 
Hungarian Media Laws in Europe, misinformation, 
and Hungarian Media Ownership. Éva is the 
Hungarian contributor to the Digital News Report, a 
major comparative project from the Reuters 
Institute for the Study of Journalism at Oxford 
University. Recently she has been studying 
minorities and their use of online space; and the 
representation of migration in Hungarian media. 
Her background is in sociology. 
 
The in-depth analysis focuses on the impact of 
disinformation activities originated or amplified 
from abroad targeting minorities in the EU over the 
period from January 2018 to March 2021. 
Analysing recent disinformation campaigns 
targeting ethnic, religious and cultural minorities, 
this study identifies both direct and indirect links 
between disinformation and fundamental rights. 
Aspects affected include human dignity or physical 
and mental integrity, as well as fundamental 
European values, including equality, the rule of law, 
and solidarity. The main minority groups considered 
in this study are the Roma, migrants, Muslim and 
Jewish people, people of Asian background and 
Russian minorities in Estonia, Germany and Latvia. 
The analysis shows that these groups are victims of 
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domestic and foreign disinformation, respectively, 
to varying degrees. Furthermore, the research 
indicated that disinformation by foreign and 
domestic actors, as well as disinformation and 
organic content, are increasingly merging, thereby 
complicating measures to counter foreign 
disinformation. 
 
Strategic/critical infrastructure – discussion with 
researchers and debate on terminology with the 
EEAS – 16.15-18.15 
 
During the second time slot, the meeting will be 
hold in association with the LIBE Committee and 
focus on strategic and critical infrastructures. After 
the presentation of the study “Strategic or critical 
infrastructures, a way to interfere in Europe: state 
of play and recommendations”, there will be an 
exchange of views between the MEPs and the 
authors of the study. 
Afterwards a debate on terminology regarding 
foreign information manipulation and interference 
with the EEAS will take place. 
 
The authors of the study “Strategic or critical 
infrastructures, a way to interfere in Europe: state 
of play and recommendations” are: 
 
Ms Paola TESSARI is a researcher in the Security 
Programme of Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI), 
where she works on EU-funded projects on non-
conventional threats (CBRN), including protection 
of soft targets and critical infrastructure.  
Currently, she is team leader for several projects 
such as `RESIST´ focusing on resilience support to 
critical infrastructures on standardized training on 
CBRN. She has been collaborating with IAI since 
2013. In 2016-2018, she served as Junior Advisor to 
the Italian National Authority for the 
implementation of the Chemical Weapons 
Convention and the Comprehensive Test-Ban 
Treaty at the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation. In addition, she is a 
member of the Italian Cluster CBRN-P3 on the 
preparation, prevention and protection from CBRN 
risks. 
 
Ms Karolina MUTI, is a researcher in the “Security" 
and "Defence" programmes at Istituto Affari 
Internazionali (IAI). Currently, she works on projects 

related to European defence and defence industry, 
civilian CSDP missions, and non-conventional CBRN 
threats, critical infrastructures and soft target 
protection from terrorism. Previously she has 
worked as junior researcher and completed a 
traineeship in the same programme. Her past work 
experiences include the management of 
international relations for a company and working 
with refugees for an NGO. She holds a Master 
degree in International Security and Politics from 
the department of International Relations and 
Diplomatic Affairs in Forlì and wrote a thesis about 
European defence. 
 
The aim of the study is to present the current state 
of play regarding critical infrastructures (CI) in the 
EU and to make recommendations on how to 
improve their protection. As CIs increasingly rely on 
technological advances and interconnectivity, new 
security challenges arise. The protection of CIs is 
regulated by Directive 2008/114/EC. Its current 
revision illustrates that the EU is aware of the 
rapidly changing challenges.  
Using examples such as Foreign Direct Investments 
(FDIs), the authors show the various threats the EU 
faces. Hereby, the challenges to the functioning of 
CIs and the existing measures to protect them 
become apparent. Finally, the study makes 
recommendations for the adoption of further 
measures to provide CIs increased protection and 
resilience. 
 
Following the debate on strategic or critical 
infrastructures, we will discuss together with Lutz 
Güllner from the EEAS StratCom about the 
important issue “terminology”. The EEAS paper 
“Foreign information manipulation and 
interference – A basis for a conceptual definition” 
will provide the basis for the discussion. 
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Tackled but not tamed – Presentation of the 
European Court of Auditors´ Special Report on 
Disinformation - 13.45-14.45 (Semi-remote 
meeting via room: SPINELLI 3E2) 
 
Jointly with the CONT Committee, the INGE 
Committee will hold a meeting on Tuesday, 13 July, 
regarding the European Court of Auditors´ Special 
Report “Disinformation affecting the EU: tackled 
but not tamed”. The report analyses the 
implementation of the EU's action plan against 
disinformation from 2018 and underlines the fact 
that there is still a lot of work ahead of the EU. While 
some improvements in countering the spread of 
disinformation have been achieved based on the 
action plan, a revision is imperative to address the 
constantly evolving disinformation tactics, actors 
and technologies. The ECA Special Report states 
correctly: The action plan was relevant but 
incomplete. 
The exchange with ECA Member Mr Baudilio TOMÉ 
MUGURUZA is therefore of great importance 
especially for the INGE Committee to clearly identify 
current shortcomings and to find solutions for 
reliable protection of EU citizens against 
disinformation campaigns. 
 

NEXT MEETINGS 

 
Thursday 2 September 9.00-12.00 

Hearing on the European Democracy Action Plan 
and Digital Services Act and other EU instruments: 

how the proposals could protect democratic 
processes in the EU against foreign interference  

 
Monday 6 September 16.45-17.45 

Exchange of views with Commissioner Vestager 
 
 

FOLLOW US  

Twitter: @EP_Democracy 

Live webstreaming:  

EP Live multimedia library with past 

events    

Sign up to this newsletter 
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13 July 
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